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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because in Figure 1 Item 150 the term "PRINTINT" 
is misspelled. 

3. The drawings are objected to because in Figure 1 Item 40 the term "DELIVERY- 
MEDIUM RECORDING APPARATUS" should be read as "DELIVERY-MEDIUM 
RECORDING UNIT" in order to coincide with what is claimed in claim 1. 

4. The drawings are objected to because "IMAGE RECEIVING UNIT" should read 
as "RECEIVING UNIT" in order to coincide with what is being claimed in claim 1. 

5. The drawings are objected to because the examiner is not sure if "CONVERTED 
IMAGE KEEPING UNIT" is the "another receiving unit" that is being claimed in claim 2. 

6. The drawings are objected to because the examiner would appreciate if the steps 
required to carry out the instructions for the program that is claimed in claims 18-20 
were shown. 

7. The drawings are objected to because the examiner would appreciate if the steps 
required for what is claimed in claims 21 - 27 were shown. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
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prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

8. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: A SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR IMAGE 
COLLECTION, PRODUCTION, AND DELIVERY 

9. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On Page 9 
Line 5 the term "CD-R, MO" is misspelled and should be read as "CD-ROM." 

10. On Page 11 Lines 8-11, careful rewording of the paragraph is needed. The 
examiner understands the disclosure as a phone number or e-mail address and the 
date of each image taken and stored in the digital camera are transmitted along with the 
image itself. 
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11. On Page 14 Lines 13-16, careful rewording is needed. The applicant does not 
specifically disclose what is advantageous to the management of the images. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

12. Claims 1 - 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
examiner understands that the delivery-medium producing apparatus is actually a 
system and suggests changing "A delivery-medium producing apparatus" to "A delivery- 
medium producing system," which can be found on the first lines of the previously 
mentioned claims. 

13. Claim 9 last line, the examiner suggests changing "number" to "quantity." 

14. Claim 22 3 rd line of the claim, the examiner suggests changing "said capturing 
unit" to "said capturing device." 

15. Claim 30 last line, the examiner would like to inform applicant that "said 
keeping" should be changed to "said image keeping apparatus." 
Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

16. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

17. Claims 1 - 2, 4 - 14, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215). 
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18. In regards to claim 1, Fredlund discloses a photofinisher that receives film from a 
customer, scans the film, and stores the scanned images (Column 2 Lines 28 - 31). 
Moreover, the images files are stored in a storage device, which were scanned from the 
photofinisher (Column 4 Lines 34 - 36). Furthermore, Fredlund also discloses a CD- 
writer for producing Photo CD's (Column 7 Lines 26 - 27). 

19. In regards to claim 2, Fredlund discloses that the processed film is also scanned 
into a scanner in order to convert the negative film into digital images (Column 3 Lines 
29-31) and is attached with a customer identification number (Column 3 Lines 34 - 
36). Once the images are converted they can be later recorded onto a Photo CD, as 
was previously discussed. 

20. In regards to claim 4, Fredlund discloses that once the customer is done with 
placing an order (Column 6 Lines 30 - 36) the images can then be recorded onto a CD 
with the use of a CD-writer (Column 8 Lines 56 - 63). 

21 . In regards to claim 5, Fredlund discloses a computer data entry means that 
allows a user to input information related to their images (Column 5 Lines 44 - 51). 
This information can then be recorded onto a recording media if the user chooses to. 

22. In regards to claim 6, the use of using user ID's in order to access information, 
especially for online shopping, is well known and common practice in the art. 

23. In regards to claim 7, the examiner understands that the date and the place are 
just more information that the user can input into the database that further identifies the 
images. When the user accesses the database to have select the images they would 
want recorded they can do so based on the information that was provided. Moreover, it 
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is well known that digital cameras use such information in order to organize the images 
on its storage medium and that cameras inherently have some type of GPS unit 
imbedded in them so that phone companies can track where phone calls are being 
made and determine if the phone is in a roaming area. Therefore, when the images are 
transmitted to their location through the cellular phone a tag, such as the date and 
location, must be sent with it so that the phone company can later charge the user for 
the extra service. 

24. In regards to claim 8, Fedlund discloses a system and method for facilitating 
ordering and re-ordering of prints from negatives (Column 2 Lines 45 - 27). Moreover, 
Fredlund discloses a computer that controls an image-capable printer for paper prints 
(Column 7 Lines 18-26). 

25. In regards to claim 9, Fredlund discloses that once the customer chooses which 
images to be re-ordered, the customer is presented with services related to the selected 
image, such as the quantity and the size (Column 2 Lines 47 - 57 Column 3 Lines 52 - 
63). 

26. In regard to claims 10 and 11, Fredlund discloses a mass storage device that 
stores the, "...digital image along with a customer order number and a unique customer 
identification number (Column 3 Lines 33 - 36)." The customer is then able to use the 
identification number given to them to access the images they would like to be printed 
(Column 4 Lines 46 - 50). 

27. In regard to claims 12-14, Fredlund disclosure of a photo production and 
delivery system that allows customers to submit images to a storage device and assign 
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the customers with an identification number is discussed above. The identification 
number allows them to access the storage device and select the images they would like 
printed or recorded on a medium. In the case that the customer would like the images 
to be recorded on a medium, such as a CD, a CD-writer that is integrated to a computer 
system would be used. Moreover, the optical disc would have the identification number 
and image recorded on it (Column 3 Lines 32 - 36). 

28. In regards to claim 30, Fredlund discloses that the processed film is also 
scanned into a scanner in order to convert the negative film into digital images (Column 
3 Lines 29-31) and is attached with a customer identification number (Column 3 Lines 
34 - 36). Fredlund also discloses a mass storage device that stores the, "...digital 
image along with a customer order number and a unique customer identification number 
(Column 3 Lines 33 - 36)." The customer is then able to use the identification number 
given to them to access the images they would like to be printed (Column 4 Lines 46 - 
50). 

29. Claims 15 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jackson et al. (US Patent 6,760,128 B2). 

30. In regard to claims 15-16, Jackson discloses a payment schedule service that 
monitors how long an image has been stored in a storage device. After a 
predetermined time has passed, the system will increase the cost to store the image 
(Column 3 Lines 9-17). Moreover, Jackson also discloses that the storage time is 
dependant on how long the user would like to store the images in order to properly 
compensate a service provider for long-time storage of a user's images (Column 1 
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Lines 60 - 62). It is inherent, that this service must have a notification system in order 
to alert the user that a predetermined time has gone by so that the user knows that the 
cost to store the images will go up after the initial predetermined time has expired 
(Column 3 Lines 9-27). 

31. In regards to claim 17, Jackson discloses a payment service in which the 
customer chooses their mode of payment, such as cash, check, or a charge/debit card 
(Column 1 1 Lines 61 - 64). Moreover, after the user specifies the payment method the 
user can then give the account needed to make the necessary payments and have the 
money deducted for the services (Column 5 Lines 31 - 36). 

32. Claims 18 - 22, 25 - 27, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491). 

33. In regard to claims 18 and 19, Allen discloses a camera that is connected 
wirelessly to a cellular phone (Column 3 Lines 5-9) for the transmission of images to a 
server. In Table 1 a list of commands are disclosed, such as the "Send Prints 
(address)" command that will send the images to a designated address or number 
through the cellular phone (Column 2 Lines 1 - 5, Claim 7). It is inherent that these 
operations must be carried out with the use of a program and a connection-detecting 
module. 

34. In regards to claim 20, the examiner understands the monitoring module's 
function is to just keep track of how many pictures have been taken and that the 
predetermined number is a number chosen by the user of the camera. It is, therefore, 
obvious that digital cameras have features that monitor details concerning the camera 
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and the amount of images that have been taken. When the camera can no longer hold 
any more images because it has reached a predetermined number, which happens to 
be the maximum number of images that the camera can hold, then the user can 
transmit the images in a manner that has already been previously discussed above. 
The examiner would also like to note that the camera does not have to be full in order to 
send the images. If the user of the camera would like to transmit the images when 
some predetermined amount chosen by the user of the camera then user can do so. 

35. In regards to claim 21, Allen discloses that digital images taken by a 
photographer with a digital camera are transmitted wirelessly to a cellular phone, which 
will then be received by an image fulfillment server (Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, Column 3 
Lines 5 - 8). These operations are carried out with a microprocessor found within the 
digital camera (Figure 1). 

36. In regards to claim 22, Allen discloses a voice recognition program that allows a 
user to instruct the camera to send images to an external apparatus (Allen Column 3 
Lines 49 - 52). 

37. In regard to claim 25, Allen discloses that the camera "...includes an interface, 
such as a SCSI port, for connecting to an external input device 27 such as a keyboard 
or LCD touch screen. The external input device 27 may be used to enter information 
such as text annotation, electronic addresses of file names that are to be associated 
with photographer's utterances (Column 2 Lines 63 - 67, Column 3 Line 1)." After the 
photographer takes the picture, a verbal command can be given to transmit the images 
(Column 3 Lines 49 - 52). 
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38. In regards to claim 26, it is well-known in the art that a digital camera has a 
display to view stored images and select which images the user would like to view, one 
such example is Kodaks 1 DC4800 Digital Camera 
( http://www.pcstats.com/articleview.cfm?articlelD=593 , 

http://web.archive.org/web/2000081 5073948/www.kodak.com/US/en/digital/cameras/D 
CSGatewav.ihtml ) 

39. In regards to claim 27, Allen discloses a transceiver that is part of the digital 
camera (Figure 1, Column 2 Lines 48 - 51). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

40. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

41. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fredlund 
et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Komatsu et al. (US Patent 4,817,050). 

42. In regards to claim 3, Fredlund is discussed above, but fails to teach a system 
that is able to record images at predetermined intervals. However, Komatsu does teach 
a database system that contains a counter that transfers data from one filing system to 
another after a predetermined period of time lapses (Komatsu Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify Fredlund to include a 



Application/Control Number: 09/892,769 Page 11 

Art Unit: 3629 

database with a counter to record images at predetermined intervals, such as after a 
predetermined period of time has lapsed. 

43. Claims 23 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Allen et al. (US Patent 5,737,491) in view of Komatsu et al. (US Patent 4,817,050). 

44. In regards to claim 23 and claim 24, the examiner notes that the fact that the 
images are transmitted after a predetermined time or quantity has been reached does 
not affect the actual function of how the images are transmitted, i.e. time and quantity 
are the same in that they are both measurements that both will carry out the same 
function of triggering the transmission of the images. With that said, Allen discloses a 
voice recognition program stored in a camera, which stores images, that is connected 
wirelessly to a cellular phone, which transmits the images to an external apparatus, 
such as an image fulfillment server (Allen Column 1 Lines 60 - 65, Column 3 Lines 5 - 
8, Column 3 Lines 49 - 52). Allen fails to teach that the transmission of these images is 
transmitted after a predetermined number or time has been reached. However, 
Komatsu does teach a database system that contains a counter that transfers data from 
one filing system to another after a predetermined period of time lapses (Komatsu 
Column 7 Lines 59 - 63). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Komatsu to modify 
Allen to include a database with a counter to transmit images from the camera to the 
image fulfillment server after a period of time has lapsed. 
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45. Claims 28 - 29 and 31 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fredlund et al. (US Patent 5,666,215) in view of Allen et al. (US 
Patent 5,737,491) and in further view of Jackson et al. (US Patent 6,760,128 B2). 
46. 

47. In regards to claim 28, Fredlund discloses a photofinisher that receives film from 
a customer, scans the film, and stores the scanned images (Column 2 Lines 28 - 31), 
which can be found at a photo store, drugstore, or supermarket (Column 3 Lines 25 - 
27). Moreover, the images files are stored in a storage device, which were scanned 
from the photofinisher (Column 4 Lines 34 - 36). Furthermore, Fredlund also discloses 
a CD-writer for producing Photo CD's (Column 7 Lines 26 - 27). When the order is 
completed, the images can be returned to the customer by mail or picked up by the 
customer at the location where there were dropped off (Column 3 Lines 39 - 42). 

48. In regards to claim 29, Fredlund is discussed above, but fails to teach a method 
of transmitting digital images via a phone. However, Allen teaches a method of 
transmitting images taken by a digital camera that is wirelessly connected to a cellular 
phone to a specified location (Column 3 Lines 5-9, Column 2 Lines 1-5, Claim 7). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention in view of the teachings of Allen to modify Fredlund's method to include 
a method of transmitting images to a specified location via a cellular phone. 

49. In regards to claim 31 - 34, it is well known in the art that a customer must 
present a method of payment at the time that a specific service is completed whether it 
would be cash or credit. In regards to be charged through a phone company, it is well 
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known in the art that phone companies will charge their customers for any extra 
services on top of their customers' regularly monthly charges. With that said, Fredlund 
and Allen are discussed above, but fail to teach a method of payment. However, 
Jackson does teach a payment service in which the customer chooses their mode of 
payment, such as cash, check, or a charge/debit card (Column 1 1 Lines 61 - 64). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention in view of the teachings of Jackson to modify Fredlund and Allen to 
include a payment service for the delivery of the submitted images. 

Conclusion 

50. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1. Jackson et al. (Pub. No. US 2002/0105658 A1) - Jackson discloses a method 
of selecting images stored by a user in a memory location of a service provider 
and ordering services using a designated date for a payment schedule. 

2. Sheridan (US Patent 5,760,917) - Sheridan discloses an image distribution 
method and system. 

3. Dellert et al. (US Patent 5,760,916) - Dellert discloses an image handling 
system and method. 

4. Dellert et al. (US Patent 5,926,288) - Dellert discloses an image handling 
system and method using mutually remote processor-scanner stations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerardo Araque Jr. whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-3747. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




GA 

3-15-2006 



JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



